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CATHERINE  CHALMERS 
         
BORN:   San Mateo, California, 1957 
EDUCATION: Stanford University, B.S. Engineering, 1979 
   Royal College of Art, London, M.F.A. Painting, 1984 
 
SOLO EXHIBITIONS: 
 
2025  “We Rule,” Institute for the Humanities Gallery, Univ. of Michigan, 
     Curated by Amanda Krugliak, Ann Arbor, Oct. – Jan. 
 
2022  “We Rule,” The Drawing Center, New York, October – January 2023 
  “Safari,” Bolinas Art Museum, CA, February - April 
 
2018  “Leafcutters,” Anthropocene Living Room, Carnegie Museum of 
     Natural History, Pittsburg, Dec. 15 – May 15, 2019 
 
2014  “Animal/Insect Collaborations,” Museum of Natural History,  
     University of Colorado, Boulder, Sept. – Feb. 2015 
 
2013  “We Rule,” Imago Galleries, Palm Desert, CA Jan. – Feb. 
 
2012  “We Rule,” Gallery DeNovo, Sun Valley, ID, August – Sept. 
 
2010  "American Cockroach," Racine Art Museum, Racine, April – Sept. 
 
2008  “American Cockroach,” Boise Art Museum, Boise, July - November 
 
2004  “American Cockroach Videos,” Ikon Gallery, Birmingham, Sept - Nov. 
  “Executions,” g.i p. Contemporary, Zurich, June-August 
  “American Cockroach,” galerie im park, Museum Franz Gertsch, 
     Burgdorf, May - July 
 
2003  “American Cockroach,” Grand Arts, Kansas City, MO, Sept. – Oct. 
  “American Cockroach,” RARE, New York, May  
  “Food Chain,” Oakville Galleries, Oakville, Ontario, Feb. - March 
 
2002  “Food Chain,” Staton Greenberg Gallery, Santa Barbara, November 
  “The Birds and the Bees,” Imago Gallery, Palm Desert, CA, Nov. 
  “Food Chain,” Chicago Academy of Sciences, Peggy Notebaert 
     Nature Museum, Chicago, Sept. – Jan.  
  “Bug and Squish Drawings,” RARE, New York, May  - June 
 
2001  “Prey and Eat,” University Art Museum, Curated by Mary-Kay Lombino,  
      Cal State University Long Beach, March - April 
     
2000  “Unnatural Science,” MASS MoCA, North Adams, April – March 2001 
  “Food Chain,” Corcoran Gallery of Art, Washington D.C., Nov. – Jan. 
  “Food Chain,” Blue Sky Gallery, Portland OR, June 
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  “Impostors,” Cathedral of Saint John the Devine, New York, May – Oct.  
  “Pinkies,” RARE, New York, May - June 
  “Roaches,” PercyMiller Gallery, London, April - June  
  “Food Chain,” Kunsthalle Vienna, May 
 
1998  “Food Chain,” P.S.1 Contemporary Art Center, New York, Feb. – Aug. 
  “Food Chain,” Magazin 4, Bregenz, Austria, Sept. - Nov. 
  “Food Chain, Encounters Between Mates, Predators & Prey,” 
    Curated by Michael Sand, CoCA - Center on Contemporary Art, 
    Seattle, April - May 
          
1994  “Living, Dying, & Eating,” White Columns, New York, October 
            
GROUP EXHIBITIONS: 
 
2024 Swiss Screenwriting and Cinematic Summit, Zurich, March 18 
  Top Shot Int’l Film Festival, Warsaw, March 20 
  Puente Cinematografico Int’l Film Festival, March 7 
  Barcelona Indie Awards, February 28 
  Tokyo International Short Film Festival, February 4 
  Munich New Wave Short Film Festival, February 3 
  Seoul International Short Film Festival, January 4 
  Japan International Film Festival, January 4 
  Toronto Indie Filmmakers Festival, January 2 
 
2023  “Re-Connections: In Kinship with Nature, UN Gallery, UN Headquarters, 
     NY, December 1 – January 12, 2024 
  Public Eye Sore Film Festival, Gulf Coast State College, Panama City, FL, 
     November 10 - 11   
  SIFF, Seattle International Film Festival, May 11-21 
  Odyssey Script & Film Fesitval, Lisboa, Nov. 12 
  French International Modern Film & Script Festival, Paris, Nov. 24 
  International Film & Script Festival New Lotus, Athens, Greece, Nov. 3 
  Lion International Film Festival, Firenze, October 31 
  “Zero-Horizon; Art of the Forest Floor,” Sturt Haaga Gallery, 
     Curated by Carole Ann Klonarides, Descanso Gardens, 
     La Canada, June – August 
  “Seeing the Unseen: Art + Science,” Wignall Museum of Contemporary Art,  
     Chaffey College, Rancho Cucamonga, CA, Aug. – Nov. 
 
2022  “Darwin’s Paradox: A Decade in Bio Art,” SVA Flat Iron Gallery, NYC, 
     Curated by Suzanne Anker & Tarah Rhoda, September – October  
  NightLife, California Academy of Sciences, San Francisco, June 2 
  “Inner Space: Miniature Epics,” Curated by Mara Fortes, Redcat,  
     Roy & Edna Disney / CalArts Theater, Los Angeles, May 9 
  “Insect as Idea,” McIntosh Gallery, Western University, London, Ontario,  
     Canada, April - June 
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2021  “Something Wonderful: Selections from the Cinema Arts Collection.”  
     Exploratorium, San Francisco, June - September 
  Implied Scale: Confronting the Enormity of Climate Change, 
     Mana Contemporary, NJ, April 22 – July 22 
  Demetera International Film Festival, Paris, March 
  Karlovac Environmental Film Fesitval, Eko Pan, Karlovac, Croatia,  
     June 17-19 
  Tasting Menu, The Barns Art Center, East Fishkill, NY, Aug. – Dec. 
 
2020  Okolisni Filmski Festival, Zagreb, Croatia, May 24-26 
  Water Towns Environmental Film & Arts Festival, Duke Kunshan University, 
  Kunshan, China 
 
2019  Environmental Film Festival Australia, Melbourne, Oct. 24 – Nov. 1 
  Innsbruck Nature Film Festival, Oct. 8-11 
  EKOFILM, International Environmental Film Festival, Brno, Czech Republic,  

   October 9-12  
  Big Sync International Film Festival, London 
  “Animalia,” The Microcinema, Cincinnati, Dec. 12. 
  International Nature Film Festival, Gödöllő, Budapest, May 24-26 
  Canada International Film Festival, Vancouver, B.C., April 16 
  Elements Film Festival, Vancouver, B.C., April 8-14 
  Philadelphia Environmental Film Festival, April 5-7 
  The Earth Day Film Festival, Chico, CA, March 12-15 
  Ann Arbor Film Festival, March 26-31 
  Environmental Film Festival, Washington D.C., March 14-24 
  “Assembling Animal Communication,” Landmark Arts, Texas Tech 
     University, Lubbock, March – April 
  “Strange Attractors,” Walsh Gallery, Seton Hall University,  
     South Orange, Jan. 16 – March 8 
  “Feast & Famine,” Paul Robeson Galleries, Rutgers University, 
     March 7 – Dec. 14 
 
2018  Natourale Film Festival, Wiesbaden Germany 
  Wildlife Conservation Film Festival, New York City, October 
  “Endangered Species: Artists on the Front Line of Biodiversity,” 
     Curated by Barbara Matilsky, Whatcom Museum, Bellingham, WA, 
     Sept. 8 – Jan.  
 
2017  “Alchemy: Transformations in Gold,” Akron Art Museum, October 7 – 
     January 21, 2018 
  Costa Rica Festival Internacional de Cine, San Jose, Costa Rica, December 
  International New Media Art Festival, Diaoyu Fortress, Hechuan, China, Nov. 
  “Pilchuck Prints,” Chrysler Museum of Art, Norfolk, April – September 
  “.zip: Future of Today,” Today Art Museum, Beijing, July - September  
  “A Tree is Not a Forest,” Anderson Ranch Arts Center, Snowmass, 
     August - September  
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2016  Viten Film Festival, Bergen Norway, November 11-13 
  “Human/Animal/Artist,” McClelland Sculpture Park & Gallery, Melbourne, 
     Nov. – March 2017 
  “The Undesirables,” Paul Robeson Galleries, Rutgers Univ. Jan.-March 
 
2015  “Still Life: Capturing the Moment,” Palm Springs Art Museum,  
     August – February 2016 
  “Terminal: On Mortality and Beauty,” Photo Center NW, Seattle, 
     Jan. – April 
  Triennale di Milano, “Arts & Foods,” Curated by Germano Celant, 
     Palazzo dell’Arte, Milano, April – Nov.  
 
2014  “Forests, Foraging and Fires,” Sun Valley Center for the Arts, ID, 
     August - November 
  Sun Valley Film Festival, ID, March 
  Flaherty Seminar, Anthology Film Archives, New York, March 31 
  “Value of a Line,” Ochi Gallery, Sun Valley, ID, January  
       
2013  “Beyond Human, Artist – Animal Collaborations,” Peabody Essex Museum, 
     Salem, October – June 2014  
  “Curious Investigations,” Crawford Center Gallery, Episcopal Academy, 
     Newton Square, PA, Sept. – Oct.  
  “Grand Finale,” Gallery DeNovo, Sun Valley, ID, August 
  “Look3 Festival of the Photograph,” Charlottesville, June 
  Ulsan International Photography Festival, Ulsan, Korea, June 
  “Currents 2013,” El Museo Cultural de Santa Fe, June 
  “Scientific Visions,” Ochi Gallery, Sun Valley, March – April 
  “The Art of Arrangement: Photography and the Still Life Traditions,” 
     National Media Museum, Bradford, UK, Nov. 2012 – Feb. 2014 
  “The Animals Look Back at Us,” Kleinert/James Gallery, Woodstock 
     NY, Feb. – March; Williamsburg Art & Historical Center, Brooklyn, 
     Sept. – Oct. 
  Dokkino – Helsinki Documentary Film Festival for Children and 
     Youth, Jan. – Dec.        
   
2012  Imagine Science Films, Euro Science Open Forum, University College, 
     Dublin, July 
   “Lichtstrome 2012, Bundesgartenschau, Koblenz, Germany, May 
  Sun Valley Film Festival, Sun Valley, ID, March 
  “Nature’s Toolbox: Biodiversity, Art and Invention,” 
     The Field Museum, Chicago, May – December, 2012 
     The Leonardo, Salt Lake City, January – August, 2013 
     Ulrich Museum of Art, Wichita, KS, August – Sept. 2013 
 
2011  “From the Cartography of Power to the Routes of Knowledge,”   
     Colegio de Jesus, University of Coimbra, Portugal, Oct. – Dec. 
     National Museum of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, Feb. – April, 2012 
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  Imagine Science Film Festival, October 14-21, New York City 
  “Consilience of Art and Science,” Pence Gallery, Davis, CA, Jan-Feb 
 
2010  “The Nature of Cities,” United Nations Pavilion, Shanghai Expo, China, July
  "Shoot!" Imago Galleries, Palm Desert, CA, Feb. - March 
  "Entomologic," Observatory, Brooklyn, Feb. - April 
  "Dokkino - Documentary Film Event for Children and Youth, 
     Helsinki Documentary Film Festival, January - November 
  "Speak for the Trees," Friesen Gallery, Seattle, April - May 
 
2009  “Inside (Art and Science),” Cordoaria Nacional, Lisbon, Portugal, 
     Sept. – Nov.  
  "Speak for the Trees," Friesen Gallery, Sun Valley, ID, Dec. - Feb.  
  "Reflections on Darwin," Robert and Elaine Stein Galleries, 
     Wright State University, Dayton, OH, Nov. - Jan. 2010 
  "Intelligent Design: Interspecies Art," Sweeney Art Gallery, 
     University of California, Riverside, Sept. - Dec.    
  "Zoo Logic: Animals in Art," Courthouse Gallery, Lake George 
     Arts Project, Lake George, NY, July - August 
  "Spineless Wonders: Invertebrates as Inspiration," Atrium Art Gallery, 
     Univ. of Southern Maine, Lewiston-Auburn College, Sept.-Dec. 
  "The Consilience of Art and Science," Pence Gallery, Davis, CA 
     March - April 
  "31st Annual Photography Exhibition," Curated by Elizabeth 
     Dubben, Opalka Gallery, Sage College, NY, March - April  
 
2008  “Specimen: Re-presenting the Natural World,” Paul Robeson 
     Galleries, Rutgers University, Newark, Nov. – Jan.    
  “In and Around the Garden,” Ackland Art Museum, University 
     of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, June - August   
  “Zoologia Fantastica,” Iris & Gerald Cantor Art Gallery, College 
      of the Holly Cross, Worcester, MA, Jan. – April 
  Siskiyou Film Festival, Grants Pass, OR, Feb 7-9 
  Portland International Film Festival, Feb. 7-23 
  AFI Dallas International Film Festival, March 27- April 6 
  River Run International Film Festival, Winston-Salem, NC, April 23-28 
  SXSW Film Festival, Austin, March 7-15  
  Seattle International Film Festival, May 22 – June 15 
  Independent Film Festival Boston, April 23-29 
  Ann Arbor Film Festival, March 25-30 
  EarthDance Environmental Film Festival, Oakland Museum of 
     Art, Oakland, CA, April 4 
  Connecticut Film Festival, Danbury, May 22-25 
   “Art, Attitudes & Environment,” UN Headquarters, NY, May  
  Free Range Film Festival, Wrenshall, MN, July 24-16. 
  “Sound,” Visionaire Gallery, New York, May – August 
  Rhode Island International Film Festival, Providence, August 5-10. 
 



  

  

2007  “Why Look at Animals?” ArtSpace, New Haven, Feb. - March 
  Environmental Film Festival, Hirshhorn Museum, Washington D.C., 
     March 15-25 
  Short Film Corner, Festival de Cannes, May 16-26 
  Telluride Mountain Film Festival, May 25-28 
  CFC Worldwide Short Film Festival, Toronto, June 12-17  
  Scanners, New York Video Festival, Walter Reade Theater, July 27-29 
  Edinburgh International Film Festival, Edinburgh, Aug. 15-26 
  “Des Betes et des Hommes (Of Beast and Man),” Grande Halle de 
     la Villette, Paris, Sept. – Dec. 5 
  Jackson Hole Wildlife Film Festival, Jackson Hole, WY, Oct. 1-6 
 
2006  Tiburon International Film Festival, Tiburon, CA, March 9-17. 
  “Among the Trees,” Curated by Kimberly Marrero, Visual Arts Center 
     of New Jersey, Summit, April – June 
  “Magic,” Visionaire Gallery, New York, April – August 
  “Bug out of the Box:,” Berkshire Museum, Pittsfield, MA, July – Nov. 
  “Creatures in Odd Places,” Night Vision: MoCA After Dark, MoCA, 
     Los Angeles, July 15  
  “Apes to Zebra: Confronting Animals in Contemporary Art,” 
     DeCordova Museum and Sculpture Park, Lincoln, MA,  
     Sept. – Jan. 2007 
  “Ecotopia: ICP’s Second Triennial of Photography and Video,”  
     International Center of Photography, New York, Sept. – Jan. 2007 
  “Odense Photo Triennial,” Naturama Museum, Svendborg, Denmark, Oct. 
  “Eden,” International Design Biennale, St. Etienne, France, Nov. – Dec. 
 
2005  Museum of Fine Arts Boston, February - April 
  “Bug City,” Winnipeg Art Gallery, Winnipeg, Canada, Sept. – Jan. 
  “Animal Nature,” Regina Gouger Miller Gallery, Carnegie Mellon 
     University, Pittsburg, August – Nov. 
  Margaret Mead Film & Video Festival, American Museum of Natural 
     History, New York, Nov. 
 
2004  “Metamorphosis,” John Michael Kohler Arts Center, Sheybogan, WI, 
     Jan. - May  
  “Earthly Delights,” Bakalar Gallery, MASS ART, Boston, Jan. - March 
  “Cleanliness,” Curated by Adam Frank, Sara Meltzer Gallery, 
      New York, June - July   
  “Bug-Eyed: Art, Culture, Insects,” Turtle Bay Exploration Park, 
       Redding, CA, July - Jan. 2005 
  “Optic Nerve,” Scott White Contemporary Art, San Diego, CA, April - May 
  “Glorious Harvest: Photographs from the Michael E. Hoffman Tribute 
     Collection,” Philadelphia Museum of Art, June - October    
  “Fear No Film,” Short Film and Video Festival, Utah Arts Festival, 
     Salt Lake City, August 
  “Erst kommt das Fressen und dann kommt die Moral,” Galerie in 
     der HGB Leipzig, Nov. – Dec. 
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2003  “How Human: Life in the Post-Genome Era,” ICP, New York, Feb.  
  “Swarm,” Glendale College Art Gallery, Glendale, CA, March - April 
  “Photo-Synthesis,” Anne Reed Gallery, Sun Valley, ID, May-June 
 
  “Animality,” Blue Oyster Art Gallery, Dunedin, New Zealand, June-July 
  “Deciphering Codes / Evolving Identities,” The Clifford Gallery,  
     Colgate University, Hamilton, NY, Sept - Oct. 
  “Bugs & Such,” The North Dakota Museum of Art, Grand Forks, Nov. - Jan.  
  “Retrospective/Prospective,” Anne Reed Gallery, Sun Valley, ID, Dec. 
  “Side Track,” PercyMiller Gallery, London, Dec.  
 
2002  “Constructed Realities,” curated by Barbara Bloemink, Grand Arts, 
     Kansas City, MO, April - May 
  Sun Valley Center for the Arts & Humanities, Sun Valley, ID 
  OPEN2002, Venice Film Festival, Sept. - Oct 
  “Gene(sis): Contemporary Art Explores Human Genomics,” 
     Henry Art Gallery, Univ. of Wash, Seattle, April – August 2002  
     Berkeley Art Museum, Univ. of Calif., Berkeley, Aug. – Dec. 2003 
     Frederick Weisman Museum of Art, Univ. of Minn., Minneapolis, 
     Jan. – May 2004 
     Mary and Leigh Block Museum of Art, Northwestern Univ. Evanston, 
     Sept. – Nov. 2004    
  “PhotoGENEsis,” Santa Barbara Museum of Art, Santa Barbara,  
     Nov. – Feb. 2003 
  
2001  “The Gravity of the Immaterial,” MOCA TAIPEI, Taiwan, May – August; 
     Kaohsiung Museum of Fine Arts, Dec. – March 2002 
  “Catherine Chalmers and Rob Ziebell,” dberman gallery, Austin, TX, March 
  “New Work: Contemporary Figuration,” Hosfelt Gallery,  
     San Francisco, March – May 
  “New Ideas – Old Tricks,” hARTware projekte, Dortmund, May - July 
  “Natural Histories: Artists Forage in Science and Nature,” University 
     Galleries, Florida Atlantic University, Boca Raton, Nov. – Jan. 2002 
  “A Natural Subject: Photographs from the Permanent Collection,”  
     Norton Museum of Art, West Palm Beach, Dec – Jan. 
 
2000  “Deep Distance,” curated by Wilhelm Schurmann, Kunsthalle Basel, 
     May - August 
  “Millennium Bugs,” Islip Art Museum, East Islip, NY, Jan. - Mar. 
  “Life Cycles,” SECCA, Southeastern Center for Contemporary Art, 
     Winston-Salem, NC, Feb. – May 
  “Multiple Sensations,” Yerba Buena Center for the Arts,  
     San Francisco, CA, July - Oct. 
  “Significant Other,” Photographic Resource Center,  
     Boston University, Sept. – Nov.  
 
1999  “Phenomena,” Friends of Photography, The Ansel Adams Center, 
     San Francisco, Feb.- May  
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  “Wohin Kein Auge Reicht” (More than meets the eye), Curated by   
     Wilhelm Schurmann,  Deichtorhallen, Hamburg, May - Sept. 
  “Photo Synthesis,” Rare Gallery, New York, June 
  “Summer Reading,” Yancey Richardson Gallery, New York, July  
  “In the Unlikely Event,” Anne Reed Gallery, Sun Valley, ID, December 
  “Animal Artifice,” Hudson River Museum, Yonkers, Oct. - Jan. 
  “The New Natural History,” Curated by Val Williams,  
     National Museum of Photography & Film, Bradford, England, Sept. - Nov.
     Hasselblad Center, Gothenburg, Sweden, Jan. – Feb. 2000 
            
1998  “Prime Focus,” University Galleries, Illinois State Univ., Normal, March-April 
  “Formication,” Laurence Miller Gallery, New York, June - July 
  “Hot Spots,” Nassauischer Kunstverein, Wiesbaden, Germany, Sept. - Oct. 
  “Pet Shop,” Galerie Alexander Sies, Dusseldorf, Germany, Sept. - Oct. 
  “Photography’s Multiple Roles: Art, Document, Market, Science,”  
     Museum of Contemporary Photography, Chicago, Nov. - Jan. 1999 
  “Back to Back, Selected NYFA Fellows 1990-1998,”  
     de Chiara /Stewart Gallery, New York, Nov. - Dec. 
  “The Selective Eye,” Anne Reed Gallery, Sun Valley, Idaho, Nov.-Dec. 
 
1997  “Making it Real,” Curated by Vik Muniz, Organized by I.C.I., New York,  
     Aldrich Museum of Contemporary Art, Ridgefield, CT, Jan. - April;  
     Reykjavik Municipal Art Museum, Reykjavik, Iceland, Oct. - Nov.;   
     Portland Museum of Art, Portland, ME, Jan. - Mar. 1998;  
     Bayly Art Museum, University of Virginia, Charlottesville, VA,  
     Sept.-Nov. 1998; 
     Bakalar Gallery, Massachusetts College of Art, Boston, MA,  
     Nov. - Dec. 1998; 
     Emerson Gallery, Hamilton College, Clinton, NY, Jan. - Feb. 1999 
  “Scientia Artifex,” Museum of Contemporary Photography, Chicago,  
     April- May 
  “Transport,” curated by John Mullen, Raphael Ben-Yehuda,  
     80 Nassau, New York, November-December 
 
1996  “Blind Spot Photography: The First Four Years,” Paolo Baldacci   
     Gallery, New York, October 
 
1995  Stephen Wirtz Gallery, San Francisco, August 
  The SoHo Journal Exhibit, Nolan/Eckman Gallery, New York, Sept.  
  SoHo Festival, Blind Spot, New York, October 
 
1994  "Animal Farm," James Corcoran Gallery, Santa Monica, January 
  "Chamber II," 128 Chambers Street, New York, March 
  "Benefit Exhibition: Who Chooses Who," (Chosen by Larry Clark) 
     New Museum of Contemporary Art, New York, April  
  "Take me to God," Curated by Jessica Fredericks, Jose Freire Fine     
        Art, New York, September 
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1993  "Science Fair: Catherine Chalmers, Mark Dion, Michael Joaquin 
     Grey, Damien Hirst, David Kremers, Jorge Pardo, Jon Tower," 
     Thomas Solomon's Garage, Los Angeles, June 
  "Chamber I," Curated by Melissa Dadourian and Steven Brower,  
     128 Chambers Street, New York, November 
 
1991  A/C Project Room, New York, December 
1990  A/C Project Room, New York, December 
1989  A/C Project Room, New York, December  
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